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Abstract

This article explores the concept of Pirvajanma Sdpa-curses from previous births-as a metaphysical
cause for childlessness, based on the 74th chapter of the Brhat Parasara Hora Sastra. It outlines key
yogas indicating afflictions due to Naga, paternal, maternal, and spousal curses, and presents
corresponding Sastric remedies such as piija, dana, and ancestral rites. Emphasizing the role of karma and
destiny, the study affirms that Jyotisa serves as a spiritual guide rather than a deterministic force, offering
insight into karmic patterns and pathways to dharmic resolution.
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Introduction

The Hindu religious tradition is fundamentally grounded in the authority of the Vedas, which
constitute its earliest and most revered scriptural corpus. To support the exegesis, preservation,
and practical application of Vedic knowledge, six ancillary disciplines-collectively known as
the Vedangas-were systematized. These include Chandas (metrics), Nirukta (etymology),
Shiksha (phonetics), Vyakarana (grammar), Jyotisha (astronomy and astrology), and Kalpa
(ritual practice). Each Vedanga serves as a methodological tool, enabling both ritual specialists
and scholars to engage with the Vedic texts in a structured and meaningful manner. Among the
six Vedangas, Jyotisha holds a preeminent position and is traditionally regarded as the "eye of
the Vedas. Just as light is essential for perceiving objects in darkness, Jyotisha serves as a
helping force that reveals the subtle influences of past actions (karma) and their bearing on
present and future experiences.

Jyotisha Shastra, is traditionally classified into three principal branches: Siddhanta, Sambhita,
and Hora. Each division serves a distinct purpose within the broader framework of Vedic
astrology.

Together, these divisions illustrate the comprehensive scope of Jyotisha Shastra, integrating
empirical observation with metaphysical insight. They reinforce Jyotisha’s role as a vital
instrument in both ritual practice and spiritual understanding, while also contributing to the
intellectual and cultural fabric of classical Hindu thought. Over centuries, numerous
authoritative texts have been composed by revered sages (rsis) and learned scholars to
facilitate accurate and accessible predictions concerning human life in relation with the hora
Shastra.

Among the most prominent works of Hora Shastra are

e Brhat Jataka by Varahamihira, a foundational treatise that synthesizes -classical
astrological principles with practical applications in natal astrology.

e Brhat Parasara Hora Sastra attributed to Sage Parasara, widely regarded as one of the most
comprehensive and influential texts in Vedic astrology, covering planetary effects, dasha
systems, and predictive techniques.

e Phala Dipika by Mantre$vara, known for its lucid exposition of predictive rules and its
emphasis on the interpretation of planetary combinations (yogas).
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e Laghu Parasar1 and Madhya Parasari, also attributed to
Sage Parasara, which offer condensed and intermediate-
level insights into the Vim$ottarT Dasa system and other
predictive methodologies.

e Jataka Parijata by Vaidyanatha Diksita, a comprehensive
and systematic text that integrates various astrological
principles and techniques, serving as a vital reference for
practitioners engaged in detailed horoscope analysis.

Among the classical texts of Hora Shastra, the Brhat Parasara
Hora Sastra stands out as the most authoritative and
comprehensive work, attributed to Mabharishi Parasara.
Spanning approximately one hundred chapters, this seminal
treatise systematically outlines the principles of individual
astrological prediction. The Brhat Parasara Hora Sastra is a
conversational text between Maitreya Rishi and Parashara
Rishi, where Maitreya clears his doubts of Natal astrology
from Parashara Rishi. Central to its framework is the concept
of yogas-planetary combinations and configurations that
signify specific outcomes in a person's life, encompassing
aspects such as character, destiny, and life events. One of the
profound concepts explored within the Brhat Parasara Hora
Sastra is the karmic causality behind human experiences,
particularly those that defy medical or rational explanation. In
today’s modern society, the inability to conceive children
remains a deeply distressing concern for many individuals and
families. While modern science often attributes such
conditions to physiological or genetic factors, Vedic astrology
offers a metaphysical perspective rooted in the doctrine of
karma and rebirth.

Specifically, the 74th chapter of the Brhat Parasara Hora
Sastra, titled Piirvajanma-$apa-varnana-adhyayah
(gasrRvTUEvtTeaTa: ), addresses the influence of curses ($apa)
incurred in previous births as a potential cause for
childlessness in the present life!. This chapter elaborates on
how certain planetary configurations may reflect unresolved
karmic debts or spiritual afflictions carried over from past
incarnations, thereby obstructing progeny. Such insights
underscore the intricate interplay between cosmic order and
human destiny as envisioned in the Jyotisha tradition. The
chapter opens with Sage Maitreya respectfully posing two
interrelated questions to Maharishi Parasara: first, regarding
the karmic reasons for infertility, and second, how astrologers
might discern such causes through planetary configurations
and yogas. The Shloka goes as —

B 39

wAfSon fe arfder: g wat fl
NEGEIERIGTIRIIER ERIGIRITA]
S 1 21 & ST
AT AT Fhef wrgrefl
I JATIERG-T Satffaar o ?
FYAT Hefa ko H
In response, Parasara recounts a sacred dialogue wherein

Goddess Parvati had once asked Lord Siva the same question.
He then declares his intent to expound the yogas-specific

! Brhat Parasara Hora Sastra, Chapter 74: Piirvajanma-§apa-varnana-
adhyayah.

2 Brihatparashara Hora Shastra, 74" Chapter, Pg.No.624, Shloka — 2
to 4.
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planetary combinations and karmic conditions-that were
originally revealed by Lord Siva himself. The shloka goes as.

TRIYR JaT
weitse o T ATy ety Far g
st afen § ad wifterr nfi zem)

These yogas, rooted in metaphysical causality and astrological
insight, offer a framework for understanding how past-life
actions may manifest as impediments to progeny in the
present incarnation. Now I, shall showcase various
yogas/Shapas as expounded by Parashara due to which people
won’t beget children and will also explain their remedies,
which once performed, will reduce the effect of the curse and
pave way for the individuals to beget their offsprings.
Parasara begins his exposition of yogas that hinder childbirth
by stating that if Jupiter, the lords of the ascendant, seventh,
and fifth houses are weak, the person will not have offspring.
These planets and house lords are considered critical in
determining fertility, marital harmony, and the karmic
potential for offspring.

Another significant yoga described by Maharishi Parasara
pertains to infertility arising from the naga-sapa-the curse of
serpents incurred in a previous birth.

Yogas Indicative of Childlessness Due to Snake Curse
(naga-sapa)

First Yoga of Naga Shapa: According to this teaching, if the
shadow planet Rahu is positioned in the fifth house of the
natal chart and receives the aspect (drsti) of Kuja (Mars), or if
Rahu is placed in Mesa Rasi (Aries) or Vrscika Rasi
(Scorpio)-both signs ruled by Mars-the individual may either
be unable to conceive or may suffer the loss of a child shortly
after birth.

Second Yoga of Naga Shapa: The second astrological yoga
indicating childlessness due to the curse of the Nagas, occurs
when the lord of the fifth house is conjoined with Rahu, and
Shani (Saturn) is positioned in the fifth house while being
aspected by Chandra (Moon); alternatively, if Chandra and
Shani are jointly placed in the fifth house, it results in the
death of the child born.

Third Yoga of Naga Shapa: This configuration is

traditionally interpreted as a result of Naga Sapa, and is

considered highly inauspicious for progeny. The following

planetary conditions are indicative of this curse:

e The Karaka (significator) of the fifth house is conjoined
with Rahu.

o The lord of the fifth house is debilitated or devoid of
strength.

e The lord of the ascendant is associated with Kuja (Mars).

Under these conditions, the couple may either remain
childless or suffer the loss of a child, attributed to the
influence of the Naga Sapa.

Remedy for Naga Sapa

In accordance with traditional Sastric injunctions and
astrological guidance, the following remedial measures are
recommended for individuals afflicted by Naga Sapa,

3 Brihatparashara Hora Shastra, 74" Chapter, Pg.No.624, Shloka — 5
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particularly in cases where progeny is obstructed due to
karmic influences:

1. Performance of Naga Puja

The afflicted individual or couple should undertake Naga Paija

with full devotion and adherence to prescribed ritual

procedures. This includes:

e Consecration (Pratistha) of a Naga idol, preferably
crafted from gold, symbolizing purity and permanence.

e The idol should be installed in a sanctified space, such as
a temple or designated ritual area, and worshipped in
accordance with one's family tradition (kulacara) and the
guidelines laid out in the Sastras. The pija should be
performed under the guidance of a qualified priest,
ensuring that all mantras, offerings, and rites are executed
with precision and reverence.

2. Prescribed Donations (Dana)

e In addition to ritual worship, the following acts of charity
are recommended, to be undertaken in proportion to one's
financial capacity:

e Gau-dana: Donation of cows, considered highly
meritorious and spiritually purifying.

e Bhii-dana: Donation of land, symbolizing stability and
rootedness.

e Suvarpa-dana: Donation of gold, representing wealth
and auspiciousness.

e Sarsapa-dana: Donation of mustard seeds, traditionally
associated with purification and removal of negative
energies.

o These offerings are to be made with humility and
sincerity, preferably to deserving Brahmanas or spiritual
institutions, as per Sastric norms.

3. Expected Outcome

Upon the successful completion of the Naga Pija and
associated charitable acts, and with the blessings of the Naga
Devatas, it is believed that the karmic obstruction may be
lifted. Consequently, the afflicted couple may be granted the
boon of progeny, or experience relief from the adverse effects
associated with the curse.

Yogas Indicative of Childlessness Due to Paternal Curse

(Pitr Sapa)

Yoga I: If Surya (the Sun) is the lord of the fifth house,

and he is

e Associated with a Papa Graha (malefic planet),

e Situated in a Trikona Bhava (either the fifth or ninth
house),

e And positioned between two Papa Grahas, and if it
receives the aspect of a malefic planet, then such a
planetary configuration is traditionally interpreted as an
indication of Pitr Sapa-a curse originating from the father
or paternal lineage. As a result of this affliction, the
couple may be denied the blessing of progeny, or may
experience repeated obstacles in childbirth. The shloka
for the said Yoga is as follows —

TAETTIY ST BrepToT aToy|
SR aTg e gaer: it

4 Brihatparashara Hora Shastra, 74" Chapter, Pg.No.626, Shloka —
22
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Yoga II: If Brhaspati (Jupiter) is situated in Simha Rasi
(Leo), and the lord of the fifth house is conjoined with Surya
(the Sun), while both the fifth house and the ascendant
(Lagna) are debilitated or lacking strength, then this planetary
configuration is traditionally interpreted as an indication of
Pitr Sapa-a karmic affliction arising from the paternal lineage.
Under such circumstances, the afflicted couple may be unable
to conceive, or may face persistent obstacles in begetting
offspring, despite otherwise favorable conditions. Jupiter, as
the natural Karaka for children and wisdom, when placed in
Simha Rasi and surrounded by weakened house lords, loses
its benefic potency. The conjunction of the fifth lord with
Surya, especially in a debilitated or afflicted state, further
intensifies the karmic burden. Weakness in both the fifth and
ascendant houses signifies a lack of vitality and support for
progeny, pointing to unresolved ancestral obligations or
paternal displeasure.

Remedy for Pitr Sapa

In accordance with the authoritative guidance of the Brhat
Parasara Hora Sastra, the following remedial measures are
prescribed for individuals afflicted by Pitr Sapa. These
measures aim to restore spiritual harmony and facilitate the
blessing of progeny:

1. Performance of Gaya Sraddha

The afflicted individual should undertake a pilgrimage to

Gaya Ksetra, the sacred site renowned for ancestral liberation,

and perform the Gaya Sraddha ritual with utmost devotion

and adherence to Sastric injunctions. This includes:

e Offering pinda-dana and tarpana to the departed
ancestors.

e Feeding a large number of Brahmanas, traditionally
ranging from 1,000 to 10,000, as an act of spiritual merit
and ancestral appeasement.

2. Prescribed Charitable Acts

Alternatively, or in addition to the above, the following acts

of dana (charity) are recommended:

o Kanya-dana: The donation of one's daughter's hand in
marriage, performed with sanctity and in accordance with
dharma, is considered one of the highest forms of charity.

e Gau-dana: The donation of a cow along with its calf,
symbolizing  nourishment, purity, and spiritual
upliftment.

These acts, when performed with sincerity, humility, and in
accordance with one's financial capacity and dharmic
tradition, are believed to nullify the effects of Pitr Sapa.

3. Expected Spiritual Outcome

Upon successful completion of these remedial measures, and
with the blessings of the Pitrs (ancestral spirits), the afflicted
individual or couple may be relieved from the karmic curse
and subsequently blessed with children and grandchildren,
thereby restoring the lineage and fulfilling the sacred duty of

progeny.

Yogas Indicative of Childlessness Due to Matr Sapa
(Maternal Curse)

Yoga I: Affliction of Chandra and Malefic Influence on
the Fourth and Fifth Houses

If the lord of the fifth house is Chandra (Moon), and, Chandra
is situated in Nicha Rasi (debilitated sign), or placed between
two Papa Grahas (malefic planets), and both the fourth house
(representing mother) and the fifth house (representing
progeny) are under the influence of malefic planets, then this
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configuration is considered a strong indication of Matr Sapa.
As a result, the couple may either remain childless, or the
child may not survive after birth, reflecting deep-seated
karmic impediments linked to maternal lineage.

Yoga II: Malefic Association of Shani and Chandra

Shani (Saturn) is placed in the eleventh house, a Papa Graha
occupies the fourth house, and Chandra is associated with a
malefic planet, then this combination also signifies the
presence of Matr Sapa, leading to obstruction in childbirth or
denial of progeny.

Yoga III: Complex Planetary Disposition Indicative of
Matr Sapa

If the following planetary conditions are present in a
horoscope:

The lord of the first house (Lagna) and the lord of the fifth
house are both situated in the sixth house, a dusthana
associated with obstacles and disease. The lord of the fourth
house, which signifies the mother and emotional foundation,
is placed in the eighth house, traditionally linked with chronic
suffering. The lords of the eighth and tenth houses are
positioned in the ascendant (first house), then this
configuration is interpreted as a strong indication of Matr
Sapa-a karmic affliction arising from the maternal lineage. As
a result, the individual may be denied the blessing of progeny,
or may face persistent and insurmountable obstacles in
childbirth.

Yoga IV: Reciprocal Placement of Lords and Affliction of
Chandra-Indicative of Matr Sapa

If the following planetary conditions are present in a
horoscope:

The lord of the eighth house is placed in the fifth house, and
the lord of the fifth house is situated in the eighth house,
forming a reciprocal exchange between the two, chandra
(Moon) and the lord of the fourth house are positioned in any
of the dusthana houses-namely the sixth, eighth, or twelfth,
then this configuration is traditionally also interpreted as a
manifestation of Matr Sapa. The fifth house governs progeny,
while the eighth house signifies chronic suffering and
transformation. An exchange between these lords, especially
when compounded by the placement of Chandra and the
fourth lord in dusthanas, reflects deep-seated emotional and
karmic disturbances linked to the maternal lineage. Such
configurations are considered potent indicators of ancestral
displeasure or unresolved maternal obligations.

Remedy for Matr-sapa

Japa and Puja

The afflicted individual should engage in regular and

disciplined Japa (mantra recitation) and perform prescribed

Pujas with sincerity and devotion. These may include:

e Recitation of the Gayatri Mantra, traditionally
recommended to be chanted 100,000 times (1 lakh japa).

e Pajas dedicated to Chandra (Moon) and other afflicted
planetary lords, performed in accordance with one's
kulacara (family tradition) and Sastric guidelines.

2. Sacred Bathing (Snana)

The individual should undertake a ritual bath in the ocean,
which is considered spiritually purifying and symbolically
potent for dissolving karmic impurities associated with
maternal afflictions.

https://www.anantaajournal.com

3. Charitable Offerings (Dana)

To further mitigate the effects of the curse, the following acts

of charity are recommended:

e Dana of items associated with afflicted planets, such as
white garments, silver, rice, or milk for Chandra,
depending on the planetary configuration.

e Circumambulation (Pradaksina) of the Pippala (Sacred
Fig) Tree, performed 1,008 times with utmost devotion
and mental purity, preferably on auspicious lunar days.

4. Expected Outcome

When these remedies are performed with faith, discipline, and
spiritual sincerity, and under the guidance of a learned
astrologer or Vedic priest, the individual may be relieved
from the karmic burden of Matr Sapa. Consequently, the
couple may be blessed with offspring, and the lineage may
flourish, restoring dharmic continuity and ancestral grace.

Configuration V: Yoga Indicative of Childlessness Due to
Bharya Sapa (Curse from the Wife)

Yoga 1I: Affliction through Interlinked Lords and
Navams$a Placement

If the following conditions are present in a horoscope:

The lord of the seventh house (representing spouse and
marital harmony) is situated in the fifth house, which governs
progeny. Sani (Saturn) is placed in the Navamsa Rasi of the
lord of the seventh house, thereby exerting subtle karmic
influence. The lord of the fifth house is positioned in the
eighth house, a dusthana associated with transformation, loss,
and chronic affliction, then this configuration is traditionally
interpreted as a sign of Bharya Sapa. As a result, the
individual may be unable to beget children, or may face
persistent obstacles and sorrow related to progeny.

Yoga 2: If the following planetary conditions are present in a
horoscope:

The fifth house, which governs progeny, is occupied by
Venusian signs, namely Vrsabha Rasi (Taurus) or Tula Rasi
(Libra) within this fifth house, Rahu and Chandra (Moon) are
conjoined, and malefic planets are positioned in the twelfth,
first, and second houses, then this configuration is
traditionally interpreted as a manifestation of Bharya Sapa-a
karmic affliction arising from the displeasure or unresolved
obligations toward the wife. As a result, the individual may be
denied the blessing of progeny, or may face persistent and
unexplained obstacles in childbirth.

Remedy for Bharya-sapa

FHATEH Tad IMIHTedal
TN, Suie i e AR |
AT = T S fs)
T IR oS W aeeer|l

1. Kanya Dana (Giving away of a daughter in Marriage)
The afflicted individual should perform Kanya Dana, the
sacred act of giving one's daughter in marriage to a deserving
and dharmic groom. This is considered one of the highest
forms of charity and is believed to absolve deep-seated
karmic debts related to spousal obligations.

5 Brihatparashara Hora Shastra, 74" Chapter, Pg.No.635, Shloka —
93,94
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2. Donation of Laksmi-Narayana Idol

Alternatively, or in addition, the individual may donate an
idol of Laksmi-Narayana, crafted from pure gold, to a temple
or a pious Brahmana. This act symbolizes the offering of
wealth and divine harmony, and is believed to pacify the
afflicted planetary influences associated with marital discord.

3. Gau Dana and Household Offerings

Another potent remedy includes the donation of ten cows,
along with beds and garments, to a virtuous and spiritually
inclined Brahmana couple. This act of generosity and
reverence is said to restore harmony in the marital sphere and
uplift the individual from the curse.

4. Expected Outcome

When these remedies are performed with sincerity, devotion,
and adherence to Sastric guidelines, the afflicted individual
may be relieved from the karmic effects of Bharya Sapa.
Consequently, the person may be blessed with children, and
the lineage may flourish, fulfilling the sacred duty of progeny.

Conclusion

While the preceding sections have elaborated upon key yogas

that indicate childlessness or loss of progeny due to specific

karmic afflictions-such as curses originating from the father

(Pitr Sapa), mother (Matr Sapa), wife (Bharya Sapa), and

Naga (Naga Sapa)-it must be noted that there exist numerous

other contexts in which progeny may be denied due to

ancestral or spiritual curses. These include, but are not limited

to:

e Curse from a brother or sibling, often arising from
familial discord or unresolved karmic debts.

e Curse from an uncle or elder, particularly in cases of
neglected duties or broken lineage obligations.

e Preta Sapa, or curse from departed souls who have not
attained liberation, resulting in spiritual disturbances that
obstruct childbirth.

Although these configurations are acknowledged in classical
texts and oral traditions, they have not been included in this
treatise due to their comparatively lesser prevalence and to
maintain conciseness and clarity. The yogas presented herein
are summarized forms of broader and more intricate planetary
arrangements. In reality, there exist numerous nuanced
combinations, each requiring individualized chart analysis
and contextual interpretation.

It is imperative to understand that the manifestation of these
yogas is not absolute. Their effects are subject to the
individual's destiny (Daiva) and accumulated karma from
previous births (Plirva Karma). The mere presence of a yoga
in the horoscope does not guarantee its fruition. If the karmic
balance is favorable, and if remedial measures are undertaken
with sincerity and devotion, the individual may transcend the
affliction and lead a life of peace and fulfillment.

Jyotisa, in its essence, is a divine guiding light-a tool for
introspection, correction, and spiritual alignment. It does not
override destiny, but it illuminates the path so that one may
act with wisdom, humility, and dharmic intent. The
knowledge imparted above is meant to empower the seeker,
enabling them to recognize karmic patterns and take
appropriate remedial and spiritual action.

May this compilation serve as a beacon for those navigating
the complexities of progeny-related afflictions, and may it
inspire deeper reverence for the sacred science of Jyotisa.
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