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Abstract

The genre of Sanskrit commentarial literature is a largely untapped reservoir of important and often
crucial information that is all too often forgotten or neglected. Especially commentaries on the Sanskrit
rhetorical, which are important but are neglected from the contemporary research realm. Candraloka is
one among those texts which commentaries are yet to be studied well. An attempt is made to study the
commentaries on the above text is the subject matter of this paper.
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Introduction

The genre of Sanskrit commentarial literature is a largely untapped reservoir of important and
often crucial information that is all too often forgotten or neglected. Especially commentaries
on the Sanskrit rhetorical, which are important but are neglected from the contemporary
research realm. Candraloka is one among those texts which commentaries are yet to be studied
well. An attempt is made to study the commentaries on the above text is the subject matter of
this paper.

The Candraloka is a work on Alankarasastra which is divided into ten chapters called
Maytikha-s. The first chapter deals with the definition of poetry, the second chapter dealt with
Dosanirupana, the third chapter is on different definitions of poetry, the fourth chapter
discussed Guna-s, the fifth chapter on Alankara, sixth chapter which discusses Rasa, the
seventh chapter has a detailed exposition of Vyafijanavyapara, the eighth chapter discusses
Gunibhiitavyangya, the ninth chapter on Laksana and its division and the tenth chapter dealt
with Abhidha. And the Candralokaaltogether contains two hundred and ninety-four verses.

Commentaries on the Candraloka

The Candralokareceived its fame through its commentaries and translations. The most popular
commentaries on the Candraloka are Saradagama commentary, Rama commentary, and
Rakagama commentary. These commentaries are from early period. There are a few modern
commentaries and translations also available for the text. Hence an introduction to the earlier
commentaries is given below.

Saradagama commentary

The Saradagama commentary is otherwise known as Candralokaprakasawhich is written by
Pradyotanabhatta Alias Padmanabha Misra. He is the son of Balabhadramisra who belonged to
Mithila. Pradyotanabhatta worked under the patronage of the King Virabhadradeva of the
Bundela dynasty.Pradyotanabhatta has composed the commentary on the instruction he
received from Virabhadra. And he mentioned it as.
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Virabhadradeva  has  composed  Kandarpaciidamani
commentary on the Kamasastra has been written in the year
1563 CE. Hence the period of Pradyotanabhatta is considered
as 1569 CE. This commentary is much earliest and probably
the first commentary on Candraloka, which composed in a
succinct form like a Tippani. Appayadiksita has mentioned

this commentary in his Kuvalayananda ‘==s1eiier fasmrat
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Rama commentary

The Ramd commentary is written by Vaidyanathapayagunda
in the eighteenth century. Vaidyanathapayagunda has
mentioned his authorship about the commentary as:
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Vaidyanatha or Balambhatta Payagunda, a direct disciple of
Nagesabhatta, who wrote like his teacher and has written
several works on Dharma and Vyakaranasastra. He was the
son of Mahadeva and Veni. He was patronized under the
princess Laksmidevi the wife of king Candrasimha of Mithila.
As per the instruction he received from his patrons, he has
composed a commentary on the Vyavaharakapnda of
Mitaksara, which is usually known as Balambhagi. A large
number of commentaries are to his credit and has written a
Gada on the Paribhasendusekhara, a Chaya on the
Mahabhasyapradipodyota, a Kala on
Vaiyakaranasiddhantamarijusa, —a  Prabha on  the
Sabdakaustubha, a Bhavaprakasika on the Sabdaratna,
Chidasthimala on the Sabdendusekhara *.

Rakagama commentary

Rakagama commentaryalso known as Sudha, is written by
Gagabhatta Alias Vi$ve$varabhatta who lived between 1506
and 1571 CE. Gagabhatta has mentioned his authorship about
the commentary as:
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He lived in Ka$i and received the surname Bhatta. He was the
son of Dinakarabhatta and grandson of Ramakrsnabhatta. He
was famous for his work written on the Coronation of Shivaji
the great which was named Srisivarajabhisekaprayogah in
1560 CE. And he composed his other work Katasthapradipa
in 1563 CE. He is also the author of several works on
Dharmsastra and Pirvamimamsa. His works on Dharmasastra
are Apastambhapaddhati, Asaucadipika, Kayasthapaddhati,

2 Vasudeva Sarma, Kuvalayananda of Appayyadiksita, Nirnaya
Sagar Press, Mumbai, 1907, p. 188.

3 Mahadeva Gangadhara Bakre (Ed.), Candraloka of Sri Jayadeva
Kavi with a commentary called Rama by Vaidyanatha Payagunda,
The Guijarati Printing Press, Bombay, 1923, p. 1.

4 Shripad Krishna Belvalkar, ‘An Account of the different existing
systems of Sanskrit Grammar’, Aryabhushan Press, 1915, p. 50.
5Pandit Ananta Ram Shaastri Vetal (Ed.), Candraloka of Sri
Jayadeva with the commentary by Sri Gagabhatta, The Gujarati
Printing Press, Bombay, 1923, p. 1.
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Tuladanaprayoga, Dinakaroddhyota, Pindapitryajfiaprayoga,
Prayogasara, Suijanadurgodaya and Sapindyavicara. His
works on Pirvamimamsa are Mimamsakusumaijali,
Sivarkodaya and Bhdttacintamani. However, he is famous for
his Rakagama commentary on the Candraloka.

Apart from the above mentioned commentaries on
Candraloka, there are a few commentaries which are yet to be
published. Vajacandrika by Gagabhatta, Saradasarvari by
Virtipaksa, Candralokadipika and Nigiidarthadipika with
anonymous author. There are some modern commentaries
written on the Candraloka. The Sanskrit commentaries are
Vimala by Shrikrishnamani Tripathi, Candrika by Gaurinatha
Pathak, Paurpamast by Nandakishore Sharma, Pratibha by
Lalanamisra, Sikha by Candramauli and an unnamed
commentary by Trilokinatha Dvivedi. The text has a few
Hindi commentaries too and they are Sudha by
Shrikrishnamani Tripathi, Candrika by Gaurinatha Pathak,
Kathabhattiva by Nandakishore Sarma, Sikha by Candramauli
and a commentary by Trilokinatha Dvivedi.

Shrikrishnamani Tripathi is the author of Puranetihdasayoh
Samkhyayogadarsanavimarsah,  Paurapikarahasyom  ka
Samiksatmaka  Anusilan, Astadasapurapnaparicayas and
Puranaparyalocana. He has commented on the following
works too viz. Vimala (Sanskrit) Sudha (Hindi) commentaries
on Kavyamimamsa, Vimala (Sanskrit) Candrakala (Hindi)
commentaries on Abhiijanasakuntala, Sanskrit and Hindi
commentaries on Milaramayana, Candrakala (Hindi)
commentary on Raghuvamsa,

Gaurinatha Pathak is the author of Nifisamgrahsta
Mitralabhah. Nandakishore Sarma is the author of Jayasri
(Sanskrit) and Kathabhatti commentaries on Harsacarita and
Bhavabodhint Hindi commentary on Na/acampu.

The ancient and commentaries on the Candraloka is indeed to
be study well to analyse the text properly. Especially the
ancient commentaries which provides us with ample
references of the ancient commentators view on the Indian
aesthetics and also the different vies of Jayadeva.

Conclusion

The ancient and commentaries on the Candraloka is indeed to
be study well to analyse the text properly. Especially the
ancient commentaries which provides us with ample
references of the ancient commentators view on the Indian
aesthetics and also the different vies of Jayadeva.
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