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Introduction

Traditional studies in Kerala covers several subjects like Sanskrit sastras and literature.
Among the sastras, ayurveda, vastu and astrology are remarkable. All these are useful to the
public in practical life. Many scholars like Punnaséeri Nambi Nilakantha Sarma had
contributed substantially to various realms of Sanskrit wisdom.

Punnaséeri Nambi Nilakantha Sarma was a renowned scholar of Kerala. He was a well-known
commentator, physician and astrologer who could calculate astronomical notations. His
contributions to all these fields are worth mentioning. His commentaries on the work of
astrology are also much useful for students and scholar alike. He was consulted by several
people who were interested in his oratory. Thus, Punnas$eri’s contribution to astrology and
astronomy is worth mentioning.

Education

Punnasseri began his education at home in early childhood. At the age of five, he became the
disciple of Kulaguru Alangottur Varier. Punnas$eri learned grammar from Chittilapilly Appu
Sastri.

Later he followed gurukula education under Tripangottu Kizhakke Pullathu Sankaran
(Kunjunni Mussath). He was a renowned scholar in Sanskrit literature, grammar, alasikara and
ayurveda. Sarma studied under Mussath for twelve years. As a student, he was very hard-
working, and this later helped him to become an accomplished scholar.

Punnas$eri’s father had died in his childhood. His uncle Ezhikkara Narayana Muss appointed
his disciple Chelur Kelavarma Unnittiri for his education. He taught Punnadéeri Sanskrit,
Hora, Prasnamarga, Jatakadesa, Lilavati, Grahaganita etc.

Punnasseri had numerous achievements from his early days. At the age of fifteen, he
calculated and published a Parsicanga himself. Since he was living in Pattambi during that
time, the work became popular as Pattambi Pasicanga. Kozhikode Pasicanga was the only
available work at that time. Punnass$eri found mistakes in it and that is why he published a
separate Paricanga of his own. This shows his pride and prestige and even the scholarship
within him. Each of his works generally begins with a benedictory verse on the deity,
Bhagavathy, Mahisasuramarddini and Ingayir (Ihapuram) kavu.

In the field of astrology, his commentaries are more important than independent works. Hence
Punnas$eri turned his creativity towards astrological studies and commentary works. Some
important works by Punna$Seri are commentaries of Camatkaracintamani, Prasnamarga,
Paficabodha, Kriyabhasya and Asaucadpika. Further, he wrote two volumes, that reflect
astronomical principles, published as Jyotisastrasubodhini. Other noteworthy works of
Punnas$eri are the Pattambi Pasicanga which has been mentioned earlier and Varakrama
which was published in the magazines. K. P. Narayana Pisharoti says that Punnasseri's first
Malayalam work may be an article that was published in 1030 of Malayalam Era, through four
volumes serialized in Sakityacintamapi.

Punnasseri deals with the topics related to astrology and its relevance in a simple manner. The
importance of astrology in vedanga is like that of the eyes in the human body. Punnasseri 's
stand in respect of sastra is highly appreciative. He never stops to think over the different
techniques that are perceived by the ancestors, but he deviates to replenish with the modern
aspects.
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This was the main reason that inspired him later to
propagandize knowledge through a school named
Sarasvatodyotini. Irrespective of race, caste and creed, all
were given admission to the school. “Sarasvatikku tindalilla”
is a famous proverb in Malayalam, which means there is no
untouchability in studies.

Works in Jyotisa

The works and commentaries of Punnas$eri that deals with
astrological studies are Camatkaracintamani related to
Horoscope analysis, Prasnamarga related to judicial
astrology and Paficabodha related to astronomy. Punnas$eri
has written simple commentaries contemplated with
conceived ideas regarding the three works mentioned earlier.
Besides this, he has also compiled an independent work
namely the Jyotissastrasubodhini, which deals with the
simple principles of astronomy. This work has been published
in two volumes. Sanollekhana is a commentary written on
Camatkaracintamani and Uparatnasikha is the commentary
written on Prasnamarga. Both these commentaries clearly
show the sign of the scholarly figure in Punnasseri.
Punnasseri not only deals with the topics related to astrology
but also with literary and phonological explanations. By
commenting on the Sanskrit works, he helped to arouse and
brush up the knowledge of his disciples. This is ultimately
appreciable and provides scope for further thinking.
Punnasseri was always keen on putting out the facts or
matters that are logically incorrect in the text and criticized
them. He also put special effort to suggest correct matters.

Jyotissastrasubodhini

In 1921 Punnaséeri Nambi Nilakantha Sarma wrote a work
namely Jyotissastrasubodhini for the students who want to
study the ganita part of jyotisa. It deals with the mathematical
portion in jyotisa. The work was published in two parts. The
second part was published five years after publishing the first
part. This work is immensely helpful to grasp planetary
calculations easily.

The first part of Jyotissastrasubodhini deals with Paficanga
khanda, Grahagapita khanda and Sraddhanirnaya khanda.
Paricangaganita is an essential part of astrology. It deals with
five major aspects. They are as follows fAattuvela, nal, tithi,
nityayogam and gu/ikasthiti.

Grahaganitakhanda explains the gativigatis of the sun and the
nine planets. Grahagarita is mainly used in the horoscope,
muhurtta etc. There are two types of grahagagrita ie. Parahita
and Drgganita. Parahitagapita is used in the computation of
birthday, sraddha, muhiirta and drgganita is used in jataka.
There are differences in the basic principles of these two types
of grahagarita. Grahagagpita is difficult in Pasicangaganita.
The third khanda, Sraddhanirnayakhanda is to explain the
minute variations in the direction of the planets.
Sraddhanirnayakhanda is more typical than Grahaganita
khanda. Several slokas have been given as illustrations in all
three khandas. The three khandas comprise 183 verses.

The second part of Jyotissastrasubodhini consists of five
khandas. Hence the name Paficabodhakhanda. vyatipata,
maudhyam, chaya, srngonnati and grahapa are respectively
discussed in this khanda. This is more difficult to understand
for the common people. In this second part method of the
ganita is well defined. This book is a much helpful guide to
the students of astronomy and astrology. This work is
presently not available.

So, the work Jyotissastrasubodhini is an outstanding ganita
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work on both astronomy and astrology, which is particularly
useful for the bhavacintana of astrology. This work was
printed and published by Bharathavilasam Press, Thrissur.

Sanollekhana Commentary on Camatkaracintamani
The other significant work is Sarollekhana commentary on

Camatkaracintamani of Narayana Bhatta.
Camatkaracintamani is also famous by the name
Bhavacintamani.

In this work, the author narrates the significance of the planets
in the twelve positions or bhavas. This work is full of
suggestive ideas which need commentary for an easy
understanding. So Punnas$eri wrote a lucid commentary by
name Sanollekhana. This commentary is written in
Malayalam. The literary beauty of this commentary is also
highly appreciable. This commentary is exhaustive but easy to
read and study. Punnas$eri had referred to the different
meanings of the same verse with explanations. The ideas are
presented in highly poetic and suggestive language. It is an
outstanding work that can be enjoyed both as a text on
astrology and as a good piece of poetry.

In this commentary, he followed two methods for explaining
the meaning of the original text. First in prose order and
second is the explanation of ideas in simple and elaborate
language. It is a noticeable point that one can be impressive at
his using of the literary beauty, grammatical usages,
alasikaras, etc. all through the commentary. He also quotes
ideas from other texts for justifying his views.

Narayana Bhatta has used a multiplicity of meaning in many
instants of his text. The multiplicity of meaning is established
and implicit through Punnaséeri’s commentary. He compiled
the commentary to help the beginners in astrology for the
prediction of horoscope and judicial astrology.

One example regarding the literary beauty of
Camatkaracintamani, that Punna$Seri mentioned in
Sanollekhana is given below. In Camatkaracintamani the
author says about the position of the moon in the eighth
bhava—

T forera shesft % e
FATIHGIIGHI |
TETATEAT HiqET ST

TRt ST, HeheIHE: ||

It means in his house, there will be a meet place of vaidyas,
because he is disturbed by illness and every time wants to
consult with physicians and Punnasseri says this meaning is
taken only when the moon stands on the eighth bhava without
any strength. If the moon is powerful the meaning will be
changed, he will be a well-known physician and prepare
medicines for patients, in his house. That means he will
become a reputed physician. In other sense, he will be
consulted even by physicians to clear their doubts. These
three senses of meaning are described for one line of the verse
and explained by PunnasSeri based on the good and bad
positions of the planet.

In certain parts of the commentary, Punnasseri has proved his
efficiency in using grammatical rules for describing the
meaning of slokas. In the original text, Narayana Bhatta
mainly used Bahuvrihi samdasa. So PunnasSeri quoted the
Paninian sutras for explaining such works. Here some
examples are quoted in Camatkaracintamani. The author says
the position of the moon is the second bhava—
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o fGH, S STgaTT:
VTETAT 9T =T O |
TYERAT FEITEE 5L

T8 TGAQ TN TZURT IH]|

In this sloka, Punnaséeri describes bahutejak, quoting
Paninisutra. Bahutejah means hands with glory. Here
Vyadhikarana Bahuvrihi samdsa is used for the word. And
Punnasseri says this is not in opposition with sastra. Because
even there is no rule in sabdasasana, but there are such uses
to convey the meaning. Thus, saying he justifies his opinion
and declares the use of Vyadhikarana Bahuvrthi samasa is
appropriate.

To support his interpretations in Sanollekhana Punnasseri
quotes some authoritative texts. In Sanollekhana, Punnasseri
handles a subject by giving emphasis and special importance
to every word and its respective meaning. Punnasseri gives a
detailed description in his commentary about the usage of
some words and their meanings and style in which they are
applied in different texts. To explain the multiplicity of
meaning and description of grammar, Punnaséeri has quoted
some authoritative texts like Madhaviya, Brhatjataka,
Naisadiyacarita etc. to prove some of his views.

Uparatnasikha Commentary on Prasnamarga
Prasnamarga is considered as the most frequently quoted
Jyotisa work in judicial astrology wrote by Panakkad
Nambutiri who lived in Edakkad, a place between Kannur and
Talassery. The verses are, however, too concise and it is
difficult to understand the real nature of such verses without a
good commentary. There are two parts in Prasnamarga,
purvardha and uttarardha. Vidvan Kaikkulangara Ramavarier
wrote a commentary on Ratnasikha for the first part
purvardha. During that time there was no commentary on
uttarardha. So Punnaséeri Nambi Nilakantha Sarma wrote a
lucid commentary namely uparatnasikha on Prasnamarga, at
the request of the students on jyotisa. The name
Uparatnasikha was his expression of reverence to the
commentary work Ratnasikha on  Prasnamarga by
Kaikkulangara Rama Varier. Punnas$eri uses a remarkable
way to explain the verses of Prasnamarga. First, he gives the
prose order of the verse in Malayalam language and then
gives the meaning in a lucid and simple language. This
commentary is the best example of his scholarship in
astrology.

A commentary on Asaucadipika of Parame$varan Nambdtiri
of Malamangalam is also a famous work of Punnas$eri Nambi
Nilakantha Sarma. The commentary on Paficabodha and
Kriyabhasya are presently not available. Punnasseri had also
composed several stray verses, praising kings and deities. On
the participation in the Sahrdayasamagama conference, he
composed many verses in the form of samasyapiirana.
Punnasseri was highly proficient in composing verses,
according to context. Such a verse may be cited for
illustration—

T oY TR FeHTeaH
R GTIGTTIY HHEH |

Foq W feafaws fogam ua
T SeATThe glewTaRTeaT ||

The following verse was composed by him since he could not
participate in the Rajata Jubilee Programme at Kottakkal Arya
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Vaidya Sala. He proclaims his wishes for the prosperity of
this institution as following—

ety guafaeTy

Sifd areatie ot gfauer 3
SETF TR S THARTICTehT AT
Y TETq Ao & ||

Punnaseri has also prepared many Sanskrit textbooks
intended for schools. Several articles in Sanskrit were also

written and published by him through his journal
Vijiianacintamani.
Conclusion

Punnaséeri Nambi Nilakantha Sarma is the most remarkable
personage among the Sanskrit scholars of modern Kerala. The
works and commentaries of Punnasseri reveal his scholarship
in literary and science subjects. His prose style is lucid and
clear. He was engaged in the teaching of both astrology and
astronomy. People considered his observations as
authoritative in the case of astrological queries. By way of
imparting knowledge in astrology, he produced a tradition of
his own in astrology. Through continuous investigation and
research, he also added his ideas to astrology. Thus,
Punnasseri's contribution to astrology and astronomy is worth
mentioning.
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